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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Dear Comrades and Auxiliary Members,

Happy New Year, I hope everyone had a good Christmas and sending my sincere
wishes for a healthy and safe 2024.

The Children’s Christmas party was well attended and the children had a good
time. Thank you to Bill for playing Santa. To the Antler Ridge Farm for providing
the reindeer. To Pat, Paula, JoAnne, Stacy and Brian for wrapping the gifts and
stuffing the gift bags. Thank you to Joyce, John, Mary, Pat, Kelly for all the
assistance you provided on the day of the party.

The Post is looking for an event scheduler for the Oakwood and Degal room. This
is a volunteer position; which would involve speaking to perspective renters,
showing the rooms, completing a contract and making sure all details for the
event are handled up to the day of the event. If this is something you would be
interested in, please call Joe Suto (716) 359-6529 to set up an interview.

If anyone is interested in giving back to our Veterans, Julie Grasso-Robinson from
the WNY VA Medical Center is looking to speak to experienced caregivers for a
new program they are setting up, Medical Foster Homes—Geriatrics and
Extended Care. She can be reached at (716) 862-6306.

Thank you to everyone who has been patient and has been complying with our
100% membership ID policy. While, I know this seems intrusive to some of our
patrons who come in quite often; this is to protect our future as a private post. |
appreciate your continued support to our bartenders when they ask you for your
ID.

On February 10 th from 07:30 — 11:30 p.m., Porcelain Train Band will be playing
in our lounge. They played at our Veteran Appreciation Day and New Years Eve.
Please come out, have some fun and support your Post.

In Comradeship,
Amy Owczarczak, Commander

AmyOVFW1419@hotmail.com
(716) 432-0829

CONTACT Us:

-Post (716)648-2618
.Commander (716)432-0829
vfwpost1419(@yahoo.com

*postsentinel 141 9@gma1’]. com
*VEW1419.0rg (Website)

If you know of someone
not receiving the
Newsletter have them
send a message to the

BAR TENDER
MEETINGS ARE
TO BE HELD AT
10:00 AM ON:

FEBRUARY 10
MAY 11
SEPTEMBER 14




VFW AUXILIARY
DUES WILL INCREASE NEXT YEAR. At the National Convention the VFW

Auxiliary approved an increase in dues for 2024. This increase will affect all of our Annual
Members so once you pay your dues for this year (which are now overdue) you might want

to consider converting your current membership to a Life Membership.
LIFE MEMBER DUES ARE BASED ON YOUR AGE AS OF 12/31 OF THE YEAR YOU CONVERT

AGE/COST AGE/COST AGE/COST AGE/COST
16-20/ $253. 21-25/ $242. 26-30/ $230 31-35 $219
36-40/ $213 41-45/ $201 46-50/ $196 51-55/ $184
56-60/ $173 61-65/ $161 66-70/ $150 71-75/ $132
76-80/ $109. 81-85/ $86. 86-90/ $69. 91 +/ $58.

There has also been some talk that the Life Membership Dues may be subject to an increase
in the not too distant future so with annual dues increasing and the possibility of Life

Membership Dues increasing you may want to seriously consider saving up to convert next
July.

If you have not paid your dues by December 31st, 2023, you are no longer considered a
Member of the Auxiliary and you will not be allowed to attend meetings and will now be
considered a Guest of the Post, meaning you will need to sign the Guest Book.

President

Katy Blaszkiewicz

HONOR GUARD

NOTHING TO
REPORT THIS
MONTH




It seems that many of you are still having an issue showing
your membership card when you come to the post. If you
don’t have your card with you, you MUST SIGN THE GUEST
BOOK. As someone recently said, “It's a privilege to be a
member” and you should be happy to prove that you are in
fact one. In many other VFW’s across the Country, if you
don’t have your card with you, You not only cannot be
served, you cannot stay in the facility. Here we are happy to
continue serving you as long as you show your card or sign
the book.

SERVICE OFFICER SUBMISSION

Families of veterans exposed to contaminated drinking water at Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune are now eligible for reimbursement of health care costs associated with Parkinson’s
disease in addition to the list of serious health conditions currently covered.
https://www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov/

VA has released its 2023 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report. This is the larg-

est national analysis of veteran suicides through 2021. The report shows 6,392 veterans died by
suicide that year, which is 114 more than in 2020. The first full year of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in 2021 led to greater financial strain, housing instability, anxiety and depression levels, and

barriers to health care. All of these factors are known to be associated with an increased risk of
suicide for veterans and nonveterans alike.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) announced a 3.2% benefit increase for 2024. VA
compensation payment rates will match the rates from SSA. Veterans can expect to see the new
amounts starting with their January 2024 payment.




POST SENTINEL INFORMATION
The Deadline for article submission is the FRIDAY AFTER
THE POST MEETING. It is very important that all articles
are submitted by the due date.

The Deadline for next month is
JANUARY 5th
All submissions should be sent via email

to

postsentinel 1419(@gmail.com OR
Kblasz622(@gmail.com

PISTOL PERMIT
& SAFETY
CLASSES

James Emmick

Certified NRA Instructors,

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE
NEWSLETTER. HOTMAIL WAS
NO LONGER WORKING FOR
ME SO I QUIT BEATING MY
HEAD AGAINST THE WALL
TRYING TO WORK WITH
THEM.

Fish Fries will
resume in

February

Classes are held in one of our Meeting
Rooms as the need arises.

Call James Emmick for more
information.

(716)903-2558

SICK CALL
If you know of any member of the Post or the
Auxiliary, who is sick, in the hospital, or has died,
please let someone know.

Post Chaplain Brent Doyle 716-649-3019
Auxiliary Chaplain Terry Walker ~ 716-912-6849
Past Commander Jerry Welsted ~ 716-316-8917
Commander Amy Owczarczak 716-432-0829
Aux. President Katy Blaszkiewicz =~ 716-253-4681

Honor Guard Don Hancock 716-830-4237
You can also call the Post and tell whoever answers
the phone.

If we aren’t told we don’t know.




